
Founded in 1966 to support the first two Camphill communities in North America with an initial gift of $951, Camphill 
Foundation now stewards an endowment of nearly $10 million and serves the needs of 16 Camphill communities and 
affiliates in North America and throughout the world. Thanks to the extraordinary generosity of our supporters, 
we have made over $5 million in strategic grants and $3 million in low-interest loans to sustain and grow vibrant 
communities where people with and without special needs share full, rich and robustly inclusive lives.

Camphill Foundation’s largest fundraising event ever is coming this spring and we invite you to join us as a guest 
at our April 28th 50th Anniversary Celebration. As we approach this milestone achievement in our history, we 
gratefully acknowledge the many individuals who have inspired, contributed to, and carried out our work.

Join us to Celebrate
Thursday, April 28, 2016

New York City
INvITATIoNs ComINg sooN!



My wife Shelley and I were 
introduced to Camphill by 
one of our closest friends, 
just after our third child, 
Declan, was diagnosed 
with Down syndrome. 
Cathy’s sister was a long-
time resident at Camphill 
Village USA in Copake, 
NY and Cathy had been 
deeply inspired by the 
quality of life her sister was 
able to experience living 
as an integral part of the 
community. After visiting 
a number of Camphill 
communities on the East 
Coast, I joined the board of 

Camphill Foundation in 1996 with the goal of understanding and 
supporting this wonderful model of care for those with special 
needs. When Declan sadly passed away before his third birthday, 
Shelley and I agreed to focus our philanthropy in the coming years 
on Camphill to honor the memory of our beloved son.

Over the course of many years of involvement with the Foundation 
board and the communities, it is very obvious to me that Camphill 
provides a unique opportunity for villagers and companions to 
maximize their potential and lead high quality lives. This was really 

brought home when I was President of the Foundation and gave 
a short speech at one of our events at Carnegie Hall. Afterwards 
a parent came up to me and said, “You have no idea what a huge 
difference in all of our lives Camphill has made.” I know that their 
child is happy and reaching his or her 
potential and Camphill is dedicated 
to exactly that outcome.

Philanthropically, I have always 
found myself drawn to somewhat 
smaller organizations where my 
active involvement could make a real 
difference in the long term future of 
the organization—especially when 
those organizations have missions 
that make an “elevator speech” 
about their work complex or even 
impossible! Camphill has been the 
prime example of this passion for over 20 years now. When 
I see the commitment of our coworkers who work tirelessly, 
sometimes in multiple roles in their communities, it makes it easy 
to commit oneself to the fundraising because you know that every 
dollar is going to a very worthwhile end.

In the past ten years, since I left the board of the Foundation, I have 
served as the president of my synagogue, a trustee of the Horace 
Mann School, and the Chairman of the Executive Committee of 
the Shalom Hartman Institute in Jerusalem. But notwithstanding 
my active engagement with other philanthropies, the Camphill 
communities have always remained near and dear to my heart – 
both as an active donor and fundraiser and as a regular sounding 
board for its Executive Director – Shelley Burtt – my wonderful wife 
and partner of almost 33 years.

meeT our 2016 HoNoree:  
DoNAlD melTzer

Your DollArs AT WorK: 
Camphill Foundation’s Board of Directors is excited to announce over $375,000 in grants approved for distribution to thirteen 
Camphill organizations in 2016.  The Foundation is deeply grateful to the many new and faithful donors who have made the 
following grants possible.

CApACITY BuIlDINg grANTs: Increasing the 
effectiveness of Camphill communities and the Camphill movement 
to fulfill its mission.

$24,000 - Camphill Hudson  
Salary support of the Camphill Coworker Development Office. 

$20,000 - Camphill ghent  
Support additional training for home health aides providing 
Camphill quality care.

$4,000 - Camphill Association of North America 
Upgrading of coworker application database to provide 
communities greater functionality.

$6,000 - Camphill Hudson 
Office rental support of the Camphill Coworker Development Office.

$2,000 - Camphill village usA 
General operating support. Camphill Ghent, New York

Declan Meltzer
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CApITAl NeeDs: Providing the “bricks and mortar” needed for 
the growth and well-being of our communities and the quality of their 
caregiving.

$150,000 - Heartbeet lifesharing  
Support for new community center. 

$30,000 - Camphill special school 
Support of the Master Plan: Building and Maintenance.

$20,000 - Camphill Communities California 
Chrysalis House renovation.

$11,000 - glenora Farm 
Support for completion of the vegetable storage and 
processing shed.  

CoWorKer TrAININg: Supporting the recruitment and 
retention of Camphill lifesharing volunteers by investing in professional 
development and skills education.

$3,000 - Camphill Association of North America 
Support for the annual Heartbeet Youth conference.  
 

INTerNATIoNAl grANTs: Supporting the growth of 
Camphill communities around the world through targeted grants for 
specific needs.

$27,000 - Camphill village svetlana, russia   
Support the “Repair, Replace, Renew” capital renovation 
project currently underway at Svetlana.

$22,100 - Camphill Callan, Ireland 
Support for completion of the Nimble Spaces building.

$19,000 - Camphill Callan, Ireland  
Support to purchase a new tractor.

$15,000 - Ceske Kopisty, Czech republic  
Support for the final phase of completion of the attic house 
renovation.

$5,000 - Camphill Association of America  
Legal support for Action for Botton, UK.

$5,000 - le Beal, France 
Support to purchase new musical instruments.

$3,300 - Camphill vIllage Westcoast, south Africa  
General operating support.

$2,552 - Camphill village svetlana, russia 
Support to construct a new greenhouse.

Heartbeet Lifesharing Community Hall, Vermont

Glenora Farm Vegetable Storage Facility, Canada

Camphill Village Svetlana, Russia

Camphill Ceske Kopisty, Czech Republic



285 Hungry Hollow Road
Chestnut Ridge, NY 10977
845-517-2776
camphillfoundation.org

WHAT’s INsIDe
• CAmpHIll FouNDATIoN 
   Celebrates 50 Years!

• Your DollArs AT WorK:
    Recent Grant Awards

And more!

NorTH AmerICAN Tour DATes 
Camphill Communities ontario: March 28 - April 22
Camphill Foundation 50th Anniversary gala (NYC): April 28
Camphill Hudson (solaris): May 4 - 16
Chester springs pennsylvania: June 1 - July 6

For more information, visit www.camphillfoundation.net

Camphill’s World Wide Weave Coming to North America in 2016

After more than a year of preparation, the World 
Wide Weave Exhibition has become a reality. The 
project involves hundreds of people all over the 
Camphill Movement in 19 nations and regions, with 
contributions showcasing the fiber arts creations of 
61 Camphill communities across the globe.  

Come see it for yourself at Camphill Foundation’s 
50th Anniversary Gala, or visit one of these other tour 
locations:


