The Camphill Story
Taking its name from the Scottish
estate where it was founded, Camphill
is an international movement of
vibrant lifesharing communities
supported by individuals committed to
social renewal, spiritual development,
and community-building. There are
more than 120 Camphill communities
worldwide.
Based on a belief in the profound
significance of each human being, the
Camphill movement’s work is carried
out through genuinely inclusive and
integrated lifesharing communities.
These communities provide persons of
all abilities with a path to intentional
living and offer a unique model of care
for persons with intellectual and
developmental disabilities.
Camphill’s distinctive approach to
community-building and care for
vulnerable individuals is inspired by
anthroposophy, which originated with
Austrian philosopher and social
reformer Dr. Rudolf Steiner in the
early 20th century.

The Camphill movement was
introduced to North America in the
early 1960s, when Camphill
Village Copake (Copake, NY)
and the Camphill School (Glenmoore,
PA) were founded as part of an effort
to reform how society treated
individuals with special needs.

Camphill Foundation was created in
1966 to provide needed funding and
support to the fledgling Camphill
Village Copake and the Camphill
School communities. As the Camphill
movement expanded throughout
North America, so, too, did Camphill
Foundation’s work.

Over the past five decades, the
Camphill movement has expanded
throughout North America with lifechanging results.

Camphill Foundation’s mission today
is to grow, strengthen, and safeguard
the Camphill movement through
fundraising, strategic grantmaking,
and low-interest financing. Since
1966, the Foundation has provided
Camphill communities and affiliates
with more than $9.5 million in grants
and low-interest loans focused on
three strategic areas: research and
education, capacity-building
initiatives (including leadership
training), and capital needs.

There are currently 15 Camphill
communities and affiliates in the
United States and Canada. Within
these communities, individuals who
have intellectual and developmental
disabilities—and those who do not
—share living spaces, participate in
creative work, experience a rich
artistic and cultural life, and strive to
reach their fullest potential.
Camphill communities in North
America encompass more than 1,700
people, representing all ages, races,
and abilities.

Visit www.camphillfoundation.org for
more information.

